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�rm, assertive, and passionate.  But 
it touched me deeply to see that 
they thought I had done something 
outstanding or out of the ordinary.  As 
before, the realization hit me.

“This,” I thought to myself, “is what 
being a lawyer is all about.”

Because of my training, I had the  
power to help.  

Again, it was not a big case. It was  
not even in a courthouse.  But I had 
the power to help, and I made a 
difference in the outcome. 

I am aware that not all clients — 
not even all pro bono clients — are 
actually grateful.  There will always be 
people who can never be satis�ed.  In 
addition, lawyers almost by de�nition 
are busy people.  We have things to do 
— calls to make, clients to meet, docu-
ments to �le, and professional publica-
tions and articles to read.  We also 
have families, and often spend time 
volunteering in our communities.

But, overall, the good results 
outweigh the bad, and the extra time 
directed towards pro bono work is 
worth it.  (Even Superman can’t save 
everyone.  But that never stops him 

from trying!)  So I agree with the 
Supreme Court of Iowa, and the 
various courts and entities that 
recently recognized National Pro 
Bono Celebration Week.  As at-
torneys, we each have an obligation  
to do pro bono work — because we 
are needed, and because we have  
the power.  

As I re�ect on the pro bono hours 
I have personally logged this year, I 
am proud to say that I have almost 
reached my 50.  And as an Iowa 
lawyer, I am glad and proud to see 
our state’s highest court promote pro 
bono in such a formal manner. 

Thus, in response to the call of  
the Supreme of Iowa Court, I say 
this: “I accept.”  I can’t �y, and I don’t 
have x-ray vision.  But I can stand up 
for those who can’t defend their own 
rights.  And I plan to do so.

Khara Coleman Washington is a litigation 
associate at Lane & Waterman LLP in 
Davenport.  She graduated from Washington 
University School of Law in 2003, and 
previously clerked for the Honorable Judge 
David R. Hansen, Senior Circuit Judge of  
the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Eighth Circuit. 
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Minnesota Lawyers Mutual Insurance 
was Founded at a Time 

when Help was Hard to Find.

Maybe that’s why we worked so hard 
to finally put it at your fingertips.
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Minnesota Lawyers Mutual has been providing lawyers with reliable 

and stable lawyer’s professional liability (LPL) insurance since 1982, 
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purchase from traditional insurance companies. We have also been 

providing risk management services for over 25 years to help our 
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of  a malpractice claim. Now we can offer our policyholders 24/7 

assistance with our new exclusive web site, Practice Assets™ at www.practiceassets.com
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technology, risk management and client relations are online for our 
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us today for more information and a trial look at Practice Assets™.
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Lawyer Trust Account Commissioners expect 
a decline in approved grants again this year due 

to the historically low remittances that the IOLTA 
program is receiving.

Receipts are at the lowest level seen in many 
years, according to a report released by the 
commission early last month. Recipients of IOLTA 
grants are advised to consider the decline in 
remittances as they plan future budgets.

For the current �scal year, which runs from 
July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010, grants totaled 
$875,488. That compares with $1,327,363 for 
the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year and the $1,327,363 for 
Fiscal Year 2007-2008. The commission expects 
the grant amount to be lower for Fiscal Year 
2010-2011.

Thus far, the lowest grant amount was 
$464,739 in Fiscal Year 2004-2005.

At its regular semiannual meeting in late 
October, the commission set the dates for the FY 
2010-2011 grant application period. Applications 
will be accepted beginning around Dec. 4 and 
ending at 4:30 p.m. on March 5.

Questions regarding the IOLTA program may be 
directed to Paul Wieck II, director of the Of�ce of 
Professional Regulation, at 515-725-8029, or by 
e-mail at IOLTA@iowacourts.gov.

IOLTA grants expected 
to be down this year




